
Community-Based
Conservation in Kenya
By Adam Keniger
-Zookeeper

Africa!  There is something deeply primal about this massive 
continent that resonates with mystery and mystique.  All my 
life, like most zookeepers, I have watched the documentaries 
and read the National Geographic stories about the sweeping, 
rich golden plains and the marvelous animals that thunder 
across them.  But Africa, as we all know, is a land of paradox – 
unimaginable biological wealth surrounded by human poverty 
of the kind seen nowhere else on earth.  This winter, I traveled 
to the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy in Kenya.  As I stepped out 
onto the sun drenched rippling plains, every documentary I 
have ever seen paled in comparison….
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Minnesota Zoo 
Pre-Visit 
Activities
All of the following activities 
and many more can be 
downloaded or played at 
mnzoo.org/schools
Choose the grade and theme 	
most appropriate for your class 	
and curriculum needs. 

Grades 1 – 3 
Exploring Animal 
Camouflage...............Create a camouflage collage.
Komodo Dragon.........Draw the life cycle of a Komodo Dragon.
Beaver Lodges........... Build a clay beaver lodge and discuss 
 	                animal habitat needs.
Grades 4 – 6
Bird Adaptations........Explore the concept of adaptation through a 		
	       	    fun “bird beak” activity.
Food Webs.................Connect animals and build an ecosystem.
Animals at Home....... Explore the three primary biomes in Minnesota.

Grades 7 – 12
Tiger Triangulation.....Track a radio collared tiger in Siberia.
Plants and Animals..... Design the perfect Zoo exhibit for a 
		     new animal.
Zoo Matchmaker........Use genetics information to manage a small 		
	   	    population of tigers.

Brenda Gilje, a 
fourth grade teacher 
at North Heights 
Christian Academy in 
Roseville, has been 
bringing her students 
to the Minnesota Zoo’s 

Animal Explorers Overnight (AEO) for the past 11 years. It has 
become a tradition that students at North Heights look forward 
to each year. Gilje explains that the AEO program compliments 
the science curriculum her students work on at school. During 
the overnight, students learn about marine life, their habitats 
and conservation practices to help protect these animals. 

“Seeing dolphins and sharks in person helps the students 
make connections that they couldn’t by just reading a book or 
watching a video out them” according to Gilje.

For Gilje, two highlights of the overnight are learning about 
how the dolphins are trained and having a behind-the-scenes 
tour of the shark reef tank which are both led by Minnesota Zoo 
Education staff. After the overnight, the class stays at the Zoo 
until 1:30 the following day to take advantage of the rest of 
the Zoo.
To see more Teacher Profiles, or to add your own, 
visit mnzoo.org/schools 
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Teacher Profile – Brenda Gilje

Check out some of the tools and articles available in the Minnesota Zoo’s 
Online Teacher Resource Center. For more information or to read 
more articles, please visit our teacher resource center at mnzoo.org/schools
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